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 INFO SERIES

	COMPUTER ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY 




5/2013
The INFO SERIES has been developed to provide you with general information. The descriptions do not describe the full extent of services covered. A call or website visit is recommended.  www.sai-inc.org

Looking for some assistive technology for using your computer?

Here are some tips.

· Curser shape and size – Some cursors are difficult to find and follow, specialized software may simplify this with choices about the cursor shape and size. One such program, ‘Biggy, can be downloaded for a 14-day trial from R.J. Cooper at www.rjcooper.com/biggy/index.html.  

· Limited reading skills and email – For a person with small functional reading vocabularies can work more independently using specialized email software. Customized to the individual, both program names and files can be displayed as graphics or photos. Incredimail allows the user to write by selecting graphics and using a voice message recorder rather than written text. It also allows the user to listen to the message before sending it. To download a free copy, visit www.incredimail.com/english/splash.html. 

· Email for non-readers – An email program designed for non-readers is IcanEmail, which comes with large print and graphics. When the user makes a selection, the program reads all text on the screen. A free 14-day trial copy is available at www.rjcooper.com/icanemail/index.html. 

· Large Key Boards – A person with limited fine motor control will often find enlarged keyboards easier to use. A number of companies distribute these. Check out”
· Eagle.com at www.eaglecom.bc.ca/input.html 

· IntelliKeys at www.intellitools.com/products/intellikeys/home.htm. 

· Touch Screens – Replacing a mouse or other pointing device can eliminate deystrokes altogether.  Using a mouse is an abstract operation and some people may need a more concrete and natural interface. A touch screen permites selection by directly touching the pictuer, symbol, or word on the screen. Two of the most popular are:

· Magic Touch at www.magictouch.com
· Touch Window at www.riverdeep.net/products/special_needs/touch_window.jhtml

· Voice Recongnition Software – Another keyboard alternative is voice recognition software. Scansoft is a leading maker of this type of software (www.scansoft.com). As long as an individual can use a consistant sound to indicate a word, voice recognition software will identify the utterance and translates it into text on the screen.  
· Text-to-Speech – This software translates the text to speech – email, short stories or entire books. And Web pages. Free text-to-speech programs include:
· Natural Voice Reader at www.naturalreaders.com/Standard_version.htm
· ReadPlease at www.readplease.com.

· “Hands free” mouse - The Virtually Hands Free Mousing System, consisting of the Quill Mouse and the Click-les Software (available for PC and Macintosh) is designed for people with hand-related disabilities that limit dexterity or cause pain when gripping computer mice or clicking mouse buttons. 1-877-467-8455
www.quillmouse.com
· Livescribe Pen - The Pulse Smart Pen is designed to help individuals who have difficulty taking notes, following instructions, or understanding verbal communication.  By recording audio  and making written cues the audio can be replayed. http://www.livescribe.com/
http://www.techability.us/Products/Audio_Notetaker/
Audio Note Taker.

· Speech-to-Text -The Dragon Naturally Speaking product line adds speech recognition capabilities to the PC, thus enabling users to work virtually hands free when creating documents, accessing data, or navigating their desktop. It also includes the RealSpeak text-to-speech software, allowing users to hear text read to them in a very natural sounding voice.  

Other Resources for Adaptive Equipment:
	Adaptive Technology Resources

http://www.adaptivetr.com/

	

	Maxiaids
http://www.maxiaids.com/store/default.asp

	

	Lab Resources, Pewaukee

www.labresources-assistivetechnology.com

	

	The Human Solution®
2139 W Anderson Ln
Austin, TX 78757 

Toll Free Phone: 800-531-3746
Phone: 512-697-9330
Fax: 800-346-7541
www.thehumansolution.com

	Office equipment


The listings on this Info Sheet should in no way be construed to constitute an endorsement of an agency or organization or its service, nor should exclusion be construed to constitute disapproval. The information, which appears in this publication, was provided by the agencies/organizations listed above. 
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Alternative Format Available Upon Request
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