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INFO SERIES

	HEARING AID FUNDING RESOURCES
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The INFO SERIES has been developed to provide you with general information. The descriptions do not describe the full extent of services or products. We encourage you to evaluate all information and determine which is most appropriate for you particular needs. A call or website visit is recommended. 

	AARP 

http://www.aarp.org/health/conditions-treatments/info-05-2011/paying-for-hearing-aids.html
	Helpful tips for paying for hearing aids

	American Speech-Language-Hearing Association

Health Care Financing Division
1080-1 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852
301-897-5700 
800-638-8255 

www.asha.org  
Click on “Practice Management”
	ASHA keeps abreast of current developments and changes in the coverage of hearing health care expenses by private insurance, Medicaid and Medicare.

	ABC for Health

32 N. Bassett St
Madison, WI 53703
608-261-6939

800-585-4222

info@safetyweb.org 

http://www.safetyweb.org/
	Advocacy and health benefits counseling available to all Wisconsin residents with private or public insurance questions and concerns.

	Audient 

For assistance, call
866-956-5400 extension 2
and ask for AUDIENT

	“AUDIENT helps low income people nationwide access quality hearing aids and related care at a significantly lower cost. AUDIENT income qualifies families to be eligible for a discount on brand name hearing aids available through the AUDIENT Alliance's national network of dedicated hearing care providers. Brand selection includes Oticon, Phonak, Siemens, Widex, & Unitron hearing aids.”

	Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR)

Central Office
Department of Workforce Development
201 East Washington Avenue
Madison, WI 53707
800-442-3477
888-877-5939 (TTY) 

https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dvr/
	DVR will provide services to consumers who are deaf and hard of hearing and meet DVR eligibility requirements. Assistance with hearing aids and other assistive listening devices might be provided to consumers who need such devices to secure or retain employment.

	HIKE FUND, Inc. (The Hearing Impaired Kids Endowment Fund)

Wisconsin Hike Coordinator 

Molly Dunlop

mollymac515@yahoo.com
www.thehikefund.org/ 
	“The purpose of the  Hke Fund is to provide hearing devices for children with hearing losses between the ages of newborn and twenty years whose parents are unable to meet this special need financially.”

	Katie Beckett Program

Wisconsin Department of Health Services
608 266-3236

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/childre+-n/kbp/
	The Katie Beckett Program is a special eligibility process that allows certain children who are residents of Wisconsin with long-term disabilities or complex medical needs, living at home with their families, to obtain a Wisconsin Medicaid card.

	Miracle-Ear Children’s Foundation
PO Box 59261
Minneapolis, MN 55459-0261
800-234-5422

www.miracle-ear.com  

Click on the down arrow next to  “Miracle Ear Foundation” then click “Eligibility”
	This program provides new or reconditioned "Miracle-Ear’ hearing aids and services free of charge to families who have deaf or hard of hearing children age 19 or younger with an income level that does not allow the family to receive public support. Dahlbert, Inc. is a corporate sponsor that donates hearing aids for needy children and underwrites the Foundation's administrative costs. Eligibility for hearing aids and other services requires disclosure of complete financial information for individuals residing the same household.

	Office for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Bette Mentz Powell
1 W. Wilson St., Rm 558
Madison WI 53707-7851
608-437-5828 

(Serves Jefferson, Rock and Walworth Counties) 

Central Office 

855-359-5252 
dhsodhh@wisconsin.gov
Serves Kenosha and Racine Counties

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/sensory/
	This web site lists some of the funding resources for hearing aids. 

	 Public Health Information & Referral Services For Women, Children & Families
Wisconsin First Step

1900 South Avenue  
La Crosse, WI 54601
800-642-7837 

http://www.mch-hotlines.org/
	Wisconsin First Step links parents and professionals to five Regional CSHCN (Children with Special Health Care Needs) Centers across the state. These Centers provide the following services for children birth to 21: Easy access to diagnosis-specific resource; Parent support and connections to local resource; Linkages to local resources and service providers." 

	Sertoma Club

Sertoma International
1912 East Meyer Boulevard
Kansas City, MO 64132
816-333-8300

www.sertoma.org
	Sertoma Club is a volunteer civic service organization dedicated to improving the quality of life for those at risk or impacted by hearing loss through education and support.


	Starkey Foundation 

“Hear Now Program” 

800-328-8602
hearnow@starkeyfoundation.org
http://www.starkeyhearingfoundation.org/
	“Hear Now is committed to assisting U.S. residents with hearing loss, who have no resources to acquire hearing aids. Starkey Hearing Foundation provides the hearing aids and runs the program, but we count on the generosity of Hear Now providers and donors across the country to ensure its success.”

	Wisconsin Infant/Children’s Statewide Hearing Aid Exchange Service

Stacie Heckendorf
Educational Audiology Consultant
WISHES Program Coordinator
WI Educational Services Program for the Deaf & Hard of Hearing (WESP-DHH) Outreach
124 2nd Street #11
Baraboo, WI 53913

608-355-2023
608-448-3634 (video phone)
anastasia.heckendorf@wesp-dhh.wi.gov
	“The Wisconsin Infant & Children's Statewide Hearing Aid Exchange Service (WISHES) program loans hearing instruments (hearing aids and/or FM systems) for a six month period to newly identified deaf and hard of hearing children who are not Medicaid eligible or do not have hearing aid insurance coverage (children ages 0-3 will be given priority).”



	Wisconsin Lions Foundation

(Hearing Aid Project)

Meghan Warner
Hearing Program Coordinator
Wisconsin Lions Foundation
3834 County Road A
Rosholt, WI 54473
wlf@wlf.info 

www.wlf.info 
	The WLF Hearing Project helps Wisconsin’s needy individuals who are hard of hearing, cannot afford to purchase a hearing instrument, and do not qualify for any existing state-funded financial assistance programs. Lions, Lioness, and Leo Clubs throughout the State collect used hearing aids and provide funding for recipients; hearing professionals agree to accept reduced fees for their services; and hearing aid manufacturers provide large discounts on hearing devices dispensed to recipients.

	WisLoan Program -
Societys Assets

Racine Office
5200 Washington Ave., 225
Racine, WI 53406
262- 637-9128
800 378-9128
866- 840-9761(TTY)
Kenosha Office
5455 Sheridan Road, Suite 101
Kenosha, WI 53140
262-657-3999
800-317-3999
866-840-9762 (TTY)
Elkhorn Office
615 E. Geneva Street
Elkhorn, WI 53121
800-261-8181
866-840-9763 (TTY)
	WisLoan is an alternative loan program for Wisconsin citizens who are deaf or hard of hearing or have another disability who want to purchase communication assistive devices at low interest rates and on a flexible, realistic repayment schedule. Applicants for this loan must be a Wisconsin resident and meet the WisLoan criteria for credit worthiness and ability to repay the loan.   Societys Assets’ assists those living in Kenosha, Jefferson, Racine, Rock, and Walworth Counties with the loan application process.

	Wisconsin Medicaid – General Eligibility

Department of Health and Family Services
1 West Wilson Street, Room 418
Madison, WI 53707-7851
1-608-266-1865
http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/medicaid/ 

	Wisconsin Medical Assistance (Medicaid, Title 19, and WMAP) provides assistance.  Possible funding is available for doctor visits, hearing tests, hearing aids, and hearing aid batteries.

	UniversaLink

10243 W. National Avenue
West Allis, WI 53227
800-755-7994
414-604-7217 (TTY)
	UniversaLink Battery Club

As a member of UniversaLink’s battery club, when you buy 4 packages of hearing aid batteries, you will receive one package of the same size – FREE. And they can be shipped directly to you. Call UniversaLink. 

	Veterans Benefits Resource Center 
201 W. Washington Ave., 4th floor

Madison, WI 53703

800-947-8387
WisVets@dva.wisconsin.gov
http://dva.state.wi.us/ResourceCenter.asp
	“The goal of the Veteran’s Benefits Resource Center is to ensure that veterans who call during business hours will be able to immediately speak to Center Support Staff who are trained to provide the most frequently requested information about the Department’s programs, benefits and services. That is, all calls will be automatically routed to an available Center Support Staff member on their first call, rather than potentially being routed to a voice mail box.”

	Telecoil components in hearing instruments tend to be undersold, yet these “t-switches” or “t-coils” are what connect your hearing aid to many of the communication access technologies such as FM, infrared and loop systems. Not all hearing aids have them. Unfortunately, those who sell hearing instrument often do not even mention this feature, yet it is the KEY to connecting your hearing aid to much of the wonderful technology that is available. Insist on a telecoil in your next hearing aid if you don’t have one now. 


Related Info Series Topics:
Deaf & Hard of Hearing Equipment Resources(Deaf and Hard Hearing ( ( Interpreters ( Working with Interpreters ( Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services ( 
The listings on this Info Sheet should in no way be construed to constitute an endorsement of a company, organization or its service, nor should exclusion be construed to constitute disapproval. The information that appears in this publication was obtained from the company/organizations listed above. 
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www.societysassets.org
info@societysassets.org
	Racine Office

5200 Washington Ave. #225

Racine, WI  53406

(262) 637-9128 V

(800) 378-9128 V

(866) 840-9761 TTY
	Kenosha Office

5455 Sheridan Rd  #101

Kenosha, WI 53140

(262) 657-3999 V

(800) 317-3999 V

(886) 840-9762 TTY
	Elkhorn Office

615 E. Geneva Street

Elkhorn, WI 53121

(262) 723-8181 V

(800) 261-8181 V

(886) 840-9763 TTY
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